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to them, though their colleagues show a laudable desire
to keep their names from the public. Finance is continually
knocking at the Gwaimusho door; the explanation that
the visits are merely to know or to make known " views " is
merely a *cloak for persistent demands for concessions
abroad. The bankers' ring and the group of contractors
under the same direction and ownership are the most
formidable obstacles to the peaceful settlement of Japan's
affairs with other countries. Capital has acquired a
position in the country which is second only to the clan
combination, and it exercises as pernicious an influence,
for its intrigues are irremovable from foreign affairs. Any
aggressive movement abroad meets with the approval
of this juggernaut, for it means not only concessions and
loans elsewhere, in China principally, but increased orders
in Japan, for the army and the navy.